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Abstract. Iran has a rich tradition of archaeological material. Excavation reports comprise one of the most
important types of grey archaeological publications. Based on previous works starting in the 1990's we describe
two methodologies for extracting information from excavation reports:
•

Manually encoding the reports into XML documents and then extracting information from the encoded
reports.

•

Automatically extracting information directly from the reports.

The basis for both methods is various types of elements seen as valuable for future use of excavation reports,
based on local experience and international standards. These two methods not only lead to different levels of
reproducibility, but also lead to different needs for human resources investment. We will discuss how data sets
established using these two methods can be imported into CIDOC CRM compatible databases. The first method
has already been employed and hopefully we will be able to show results also from the second method in time
for the conference.
The main objective of this study is to provide a solution to the organisation of excavation reports in a standard
way so that it opens up for exchange of data between domestic institutions as well as at the international level.
The state of the art international solution in this field, CIDOC CRM, has been under-utilised in Iran until now.
This study investigates the application of this ontology. Extensions of CIDOC CRM, including CRMarchaeo,
will also be explored to find out to which extent they serve our need and if there are issues to be addressed.
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